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14th Conference of the European Association for Health Information and Libraries (EAHIL). Divided we 
fall, united we inform. Building alliances for a new European cooperation. Rome, Italy, 11-13 June, 
2014. Conference programme & Book of abstracts. 
Edited by Federica Napolitani, Patrizia Mochi, Egiziana Colletta and Paola De Castro 
2014, xi, 158 p.  
 

This volume includes the abstracts of both oral presentations and posters presented at the 14th 
Conference of the European Association for Health Information and Libraries (EAHIL), held in Rome in 
June 2014. EAHIL is an active professional association uniting and motivating librarians and information 
specialists working in medical and health science libraries in Europe. The association, which counts 
over 1000 members from about 30 European countries, encourages professional development, 
improves cooperation and enables exchanges of experience amongst its members. The EAHIL 
Conference, this year in its 14th edition, has an intense and stimulating scientific programme which 
analyses and discusses a variety of interesting topics such as technology, semantics, metrics, patients, 
economics and research. Plenary and parallel sessions, poster presentations, round tables and the 
sponsor sessions will contribute in stressing the importance of sharing information and building alliances 
between countries, institutions and professionals for a better cooperation in the profession and for the 
benefit of public health.  
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14a Conferenza della European Association for Health Information and Libraries (EAHIL). Divided 
we fall, united we inform. Building alliances for a new European cooperation. Roma, 11-13 
giugno, 2014. Programma della conferenza & Riassunti.  
A cura di Federica Napolitani, Patrizia Mochi, Egiziana Colletta e Paola De Castro 
2014, xi, 158 p. (in English) 
 

Il presente volume raccoglie gli abstract delle comunicazioni orali e dei poster presentati alla 14a 
Conferenza della European Association for Health Information and Libraries (EAHIL), che si terrà a 
Roma dall’11 al 13 giugno 2014. EAHIL è una associazione di professionisti bibliotecari e specialisti 
dell’informazione che operano nei diversi settori della medicina e delle scienze della salute in Europa. 
L’associazione, che conta più di 1000 membri provenienti da oltre 30 paesi europei, ha tra i suoi 
obiettivi quello di promuovere lo sviluppo professionale, la cooperazione e gli scambi di esperienze e 
competenze tra i propri membri. La Conferenza dell’EAHIL, giunta alla sua quattordicesima edizione, si 
svolgerà secondo un programma scientifico intenso e stimolante che analizzerà numerosi temi quali lo 
sviluppo tecnologico, la semantica, la metrica, i pazienti, gli aspetti economici e la ricerca. La 
Conferenza, che si articola, come di consueto, in sessioni plenarie e parallele, in tavole rotonde e in 
numerose presentazioni di poster e di sponsor intende richiamare l’attenzione su quanto sia 
fondamentale oggi promuovere attivamente lo scambio di informazioni e costruire alleanze tra paesi, tra 
istituzioni e tra singoli professionisti per una cooperazione maggiormente efficace e per la promozione 
della salute pubblica. 
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The Italian arthroplasty registry website: a practical 
example to help patients (P125) 

Luisa Leone, Ilaria Luzi, Eugenio Carrani, Antonio Sette, Corrado Di 
Benedetto, Mascia Masciocchi, Marina Torre 

Istituto Superiore di Sanità, Rome, Italy 
luisa.leone@iss.it 

Background. Since 2006, the National Institute of Health in Italy (ISS) is the 
coordinator of a project funded by the Ministry of Health aimed at organising a 
national registry of hip arthroplasties structured as a federation of regional registries. 
The registry started for hip implants and then extended to knee replacements. It 
involves the Ministry of Health and the National commission on medical devices, 
Regions, some regional registries (e.g. the ROLP in Lombardia and the RIPO in 
Puglia), the "Livio Sciutto Foundation" for Medical Research, a No-profit Social 
Organisation, the Italian society of orthopaedics and traumatology (SIOT), 
manufacturers’ and patients’ associations (Assobiomedica, APMAR). Aim of the 
project RIAP (Italian Arthroplasty Registry) is to organise a national registry for:  
̶ maintaining under constant control the use of joint replacements; 
̶ protecting patients safety. 
The registry architecture is based on the following 3 main pillars:  
̶ federation of regional registries coordinated by the ISS; 
̶ data collection using information already available from the routinely collected 

data like the hospital discharge records integrated by additional information 
(minimum dataset); 

̶ identification and characterization of the implanted device by linking to the 
medical device database active at the Ministry of Health since 2007. 

Methods. This paper aims to introduce the RIAP website (www.iss.it/riap) and its 
future developments. The website has been created to collect data, to spread 
institutional information and to help patients to manage their disease and improve 
the quality and the safety of their healthcare, as well. At present the website is 
divided in different sections, one of which is devoted to patients. The patients 
section is considered the core of the portal and it will be soon enriched with 
different tools:  
̶ a web platform with different web 2.0 tools (blog, forum and social network 

groups); 
̶ a questionnaire used as a measure of patient quality of life to assess their opinion 

on their hip and associated problems; 
̶ a set of forms that can be downloaded (examples of medical certificate, certificate 

for insurance etc.) or used as model for physicians and patients; 
̶ qualified information on “hot” topics regarding arthroplasty and related implantable 

devices. 

http://www.salute.gov.it/
http://dev.iss.it/riap/index.php?lang=2&anno=2012&tipo=26
http://www.assobiomedica.it/it/index.html
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Conclusions. The active role of the patient to take decisions on her/his healthcare is 
now recognized. It is well known from the literature and is confirmed by studies on 
health literacy that a close collaboration between physicians and patients can improve 
the quality of care and reduce costs. Actually the achievement of this cooperation is 
strictly connected with the adoption of appropriate tools and qualified information. Due 
to the very large amount of arthroplasty annually performed in Italy, the RIAP website 
wants to represent a reference web information point, especially for patients. Also, the 
registry – through its portal – wants to play a major role in providing and disseminating 
relevant health-related information in the field of arthroplasty.  




